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Southside Community Choir – contact details
Southside Community Choir: SC047749
Principal Address
	c/o 14 Longformacus Road
	Edinburgh
	EH16 6SE
email address – southsidecommunitychoir@hotmail.com
Website - Southsidechoir.weebly.com. 

Facebook - @SouthsideCommunityChoir
Twitter - @choir_southside
Charity Trustees

1. Ann Landels, Chair
2. Judith Smeaton, Secretary
3. Alan Wallace, Treasurer
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Southside Community Choir.
The Choir began in autumn 2010, singing in Southside Community Centre and became a Charity in October 2017. In 2018 we changed rehearsal venue to the nearby Greyfriars Charteris Centre. Due to the refurbishment and temporary closure of this building a move across the road to The Life Church was arranged by the Greyfriars Charteris management in September 2019. We anticipate being there until the end of 2020/early 2021. Unfortunately, as was the case with the Greyfriars Charteris Centre, The Life Church is not easily accessible for those with limited mobility. The refurbishments at Greyfriars Charteris Centre will make it fully accessible. 
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rehearsal in the Charteris Centre
Our purpose is, through singing, to support ‘the advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science’ and our objects are ‘to advance, improve, develop and maintain public education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of music in all its aspects by any means the trustees see fit, including through the presentation of public concerts and recitals’
From an initial membership of 27 in 2019 there were 53 members. The Choir continues to attract new members with some previous members returning and our normal attendance is usually around 50. We meet weekly from September to May in the Southside of Edinburgh with our members coming from across the city and the wider Edinburgh area.  
The Choir was established by our Music Director to enable people of all ages to come together to enjoy singing and all the benefits that accrue from this.  Anyone who is interested can join, there is no requirement to read music and we don’t have auditions. The Choir includes many who have never sung, or have not sung for some years as well as more experienced singers. Singing is good for the soul and the body and we just love to sing – together.
The Choir is a member of ‘Making Music’, the UK's number one organisation for voluntary music, which supports over 3000 voluntary and amateur music groups around the UK.  

Structure, governance and management
The Choir is an unincorporated association and is run in accordance with its Constitution adopted in October 2011 and amended in September 2017. It is managed on a day to day basis by a Committee elected/re-elected annually by the general membership at the AGM. All members of the Choir are eligible to stand for election and/or to propose other members for election. One member was co-opted on to the Committee after the 2019 AGM. The Committee met 6 times in 2019. The Music Director may attend meetings but is not a Committee member. The office bearers are nominated by the Committee and the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are the Charity Trustees.  A new Chair (former Secretary) took office in May 2019 with the outgoing Chair becoming the Secretary, resulting in no change to the Trustees during 2019. No Committee members, nor anyone connected to them, receive remuneration apart from reimbursement of out of pocket expenses incurred for choir purposes. During 2019 agreements for the provision of services, in line with those recommended by Making Music, were reached between the Committee, on behalf of the Choir, and the Music Director and Accompanist.  These will be reviewed annually. 
Office bearers 2019
Chair:  Ann Landels				Secretary: Judith Smeaton
Vice Chair: Sheila Liggat			Treasurer: Alan Wallace
Activities, achievements and performances in 2019
We gave two concerts and one public performance during the year.
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St Giles Cathedral
Our first concert in May saw us return to St Giles Cathedral to perform a concert for the St Giles Neighbourhood Group which supports groups working with homeless people and refugees in central Edinburgh.  The Choir performed a varied repertoire from Scotland to Japan, show tunes to gospel. We were joined by soloist Mhairi Gibson whose beautiful soprano voice rang out across the Cathedral. There was no charge for this concert but a retiring collection was taken for the Neighbourhood Group.  Although the concert was held after the Cathedral closed to the public a number of visitors returned.  In addition to some very positive feedback for the Choir ‘splendid concert’, loved the jazzy ones’, ‘your best ever’, the Neighbourhood Group were delighted to receive over £1000 in donations. Following this it was agreed that the Choir would continue to support the Neighbourhood Group by holding an annual concert in St Giles. 
On the 30 November, St Andrews Day, we entertained visitors to the Eric Liddell Christmas Fair with a short set of songs from our repertoire including some of the Christmas programme.  
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Music Director, Seonaid Lynn, and singers, Eric Liddell Centre

Our annual Christmas concert was held in the City of Edinburgh Methodist Church in Nicolson Square at the start of December. After consultation with the Choir, and to avoid a clash with another Choir’s concert involving our members, we held this for the first time on a Friday evening.  We plan to review this decision in 2020. We were once again grateful for the support of the Kevock Choir in hiring us their staging. 
We were delighted that the programme included solo contributions from Seonaid Lynn, our Music Director, and Donald Thomson, our accompanist. There was a good attendance, and again very good reviews from the audience. As at previous concerts we held a charity collection and this year our nominated Charity was Chest, Heart and Stroke Scotland. Thanks to our generous audience we were able to send a donation of £380 to them and received this acknowledgement from Shona Langlands, the Community Fundraising Manager:

"Thank you so much for forwarding your generous donation. I would be grateful if you could extend our appreciation to everyone who supported you. We truly appreciate being chosen to benefit from your fundraising in this special way. Your gift will allow us to reach into local communities to offer advice support and information as well as run 1-1 and group support services. Thank you once again for your kind gift, Without it, we simply could not continue our vital work".
[image: Picture]
Our accompanist, Donald Thomson
In addition to our performances the social side of the Choir was not overlooked.  There was an enjoyable and successful social evening in the Greyfriars Charteris Centre as we ended our year in May, the highlight of which was one of Alan’s famous quizzes.  And then on a very cold night in December a group of us met for a Christmas night out in The Old Bell Inn. 
Financial review
The main source of the Choir’s income remains members’ fees and subscriptions augmented by the recoveries through the Gift Aid scheme. 
Income – total £7757.21[image: ]
The main expenditure covers the day to running of the Choir: rental of venues for rehearsals and concerts and the fees paid to the Music Director and Accompanist.
Total expenditure - £7775.64

[image: ]
There was an operating deficit of £18.43 over the year which was met from reserves.
The period end reserves were £2745.66.  This is equivalent to 4 months running costs in normal circumstances. The Trustees consider the current level of reserves to be appropriate.	
 
Future plans
Our plans for 2020 had included a concert in St Giles Cathedral for the St Giles Neighbourhood Group, a return to our new, refurbished ‘home’, Greyfriars Charteris Centre, and a Christmas Concert in the City of Edinburgh Methodist Church.  These plans are currently on hold due to Covid-19. 
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Declaration
Signed on behalf of the charity trustees:
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Ann Landels

Print name
Trustee and Chairperson

Designation 
21 July 2020

Date
	2
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